
 

Reservations due Friday, September 23rd!Reservations due Friday, September 23rd!
Cost of the event will be $20 and payable at the door

(with or without the meal)

Your choice of 4 boxed lunches are available:
 PicNick Catering Boxed Lunch includes: Entree’, small fruit salad, bag
of chips, chocolate chip cookie

1.  Chef Salad: Mixed Greens, grape tomatoes, sliced Swiss and
cheddar cheese, red onions, diced ham, diced chicken, sliced hard
boiled egg, and blue cheese dressing

2. Chicken Salad Sandwich with sunflower sprouts and red onions on
a croissant

3. Roast Beef Sandwich with lettuce, tomatoes, Swiss cheese, and
herb aioli on rye bread

4. Vegetable Wrap with lettuce, tomatoes, red onions, and herb goat
cheese wrapped inside a tortilla

Gluten free bread or wrap are available.

Please send your RSVP with menu choice to:
Lois Hesford lhesford613@gmail.com 
   

Please Remember this is ourPlease Remember this is our
ONLY Fundraiser for the yearONLY Fundraiser for the year

mailto:lhesford316@gmail.com


Menu for the Brunch
Egg Bake:: Ham, Swiss cheese and Broc
Egg Bake:: Veggie
Assorted muffins (Mary Ellen will bake the Gluten Free muffins)
Fruit Bowl
Coffee / Tea Station and assorted juices (orange, apple and cranberry). 

 Lots more information to follow

Market PlaceMarket Place
- Holiday Brunch Fundraiser, December 3rd- Holiday Brunch Fundraiser, December 3rd
 
I will be bring tags, price stickers, fabric safety pins, earring
cards & etc. to the September 27th AAUW Kick-off. All items
must be priced prior to dropping them off at the Market
Place table. I also have may different jewelry display racks
that can be used for the silent auction just let me know. 

Ann-Marie Rose

SILENT AUCTION REQUEST
It is not too early to be thinking of a donation to the silent auction for the Holiday
Fundraiser to be held on Saturday, December 3, at Mississippi National. These
are items you judge to be worth between $10.00 and $50.00. In past years we
have had jewelry; pillow cases, hot pads, mittens, a stuffed animal, napkins,
table runners (some were sewn or knit by members, others were purchased);
books, a bird feeder, bags/baskets on different themes.



Gatherers of Silent Auction items,
            Lena Kishaba
            Joan Kovacs
            Jean Magnusson

Letter from the PresidentLetter from the President
I will start with a recap of the last few months. Starting with
the Covid-19 pandemic.  Most U.S. States Have Let Their
Covid Emergencies Expire – The New York Times

As of this month, fewer than a dozen states have
their emergency declarations in place. Minnesota
dropped their Peacetime Emergency Executive Order on
July 14, 2021. However, the pandemic is not over , the

Omicron subvariant known as BA.5, perhaps a more transmissible coronavirus
subvariant, is ever present across this country. 

AAUW-RW remains concerned for our members and guests at our
events. However, with the coronavirus, the Omicron and other subvariants in
mind, we still need to move on. This Spring, the AAUW-RW Board of Directors
voted to make our Covid precautions optional for in-person meetings and
events. Masks and hand sanitizers will continue to be available, but we will no
longer be asking for vaccination updates. 

To all of you who have lost a family member or friend/acquaintance to this
dreadful disease, my heart goes out to you. Last December I lost my sister and
nearly lost; a brother and another sister to complications of the disease. We will
forever look back on this time in history as one of our most heartbreaking
experiences. May we all consider how fortunate we are for having survived. 

On March 3rd, I had a total left knee replacement. Recuperation went well, but
caution to those who take pain meds too long – stomach cramps afterwards are
horrible. I am now a member of the knee replacement crowd!

On a lighter note, last April at our in-person Annual meeting we celebrated
getting together in almost two years for this event. A team of hardworking
members, lead by Laurie Andrews, our VP of Programming, worked very hard to
put everything in motion and get us back on track with an in-person gathering
for this event. The new board position holders for 2022-2023 were
announced: VP AAUW Funds – Lois Hesford. Lois is a new member and
new to the community as well. Jan Pinsonneault has graciously offered to
mentor Lois. Thank you, Jan! Member-at Large – Cynthia Traun stepped
up. Cynthia joined AAUW-RW in 2020. We still had the following board
positions vacant: Treasurer (22-24) and VP Membership (22-24).

April 29-30, 2022, Janet Brandt and I attended the State Convention in St.
Cloud. I know we reported on this before but AAUW-RW was awarded (4)
grants! This was stupendous!  Totaling over $1000.00. Our Red Wing branch
received the most grants and most grant money awarded in the State!
In May we had two NCCWSL students attend the virtual NCCWSL



Conference. Rachel Borgen and Alainn Hanson. I want to thank Kay Humphreys
and Burke Murphy for helping with the student selection and review of essays
submitted. Watch for student video productions.

In June we had our Transition meeting for new board members at Jan
Pinsonneault’s house. Outgoing board members passed their board position
folders on to the incoming board members. The folders contained their job
descriptions for each new position, the updated bylaws and any and all
paperwork that would facilitate a smooth transition into their new role. At this
meeting, it was announced that Laurie Andrews would take on the
Treasurer position and Jane Hayden-Hart offered to mentor Laurie. Thank
you, Jane! 

August was busy with preparing for and celebrating the 50th Year of Title

IX. The actual date for the bills passage was June 23 rd, 1972. This law prohibits
sex discrimination in any educational program or activity receiving any type of

federal financial aid. The River City Days parade was Sunday, August 7th. We
had a beautiful float compliments of Laurie Andrews family truck, flatbed and
drivers. The River City parade was really fun. Having the local Girls Scouts join
us was extra special. More to come on this in the reports. 

Also in August, VP Public Policy, Janet Brandt started the workup for the 3rd

Grade Literacy initiative with the Red Wing Public School. Emails are flowing
back and forth to setup plans for this year’s program. Mary Ellen Halverson and

her crew of volunteers are gearing up to make colorful cloth bags for the 3rd

graders to help them with getting excited about reading and taking their MCA
exams. It’s got to be fun! More to come in Janet’s report.

Here comes Fall and with that the Septembers 27th Kickoff. This year we are
pleased to announce that we have Karen Kirkwood from AAUW -MN coming to
speak to us about priorities for local branches. Watch for the Save-the-Dates
already in progress. 

Over the last two years we focused on local initiatives due to our restrictions with
indoor gatherings, travel and limited funds. This year, we would like our
members input on events and fun ideas to help bring us back together. While
Covid issues still remain to some degree, we want to broaden our perspective for
our members, the community, state and nation we all love. This event will be a
participatory event. Please come to the Kickoff event with that in mind. We want
to hear your concerns as they tie into our mission – AAUW advances equity
for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy,
and research.

The Blue Book directory will be available at the Kickoff.

Last, but certainly not least, we are pleased to have Mary Ellen Halverson lead
our band of volunteers again this year for the Holiday Fundraiser, Saturday,

December 3rd, 2022. It’s Trees, Trees, Trees this year. Bring your jolly faces and
join us in a celebration of Winter and the Holiday Spirit! More to follow….

Lots of good plans are already in progress for 2022-2023, but more input is
needed from all of you. Here are items yet to be fully covered in this Newsletter:
1.      2022-2023 Board of Directors and Board position vacancies
2.      Membership Report



3.      River City Days Parade - Title IX
4.      Public Policy Update
5.      Holiday Fundraiser for 2022
6.      Book Club Calendar
7.      Vote! Local Elections/Forums 2022. Time to Vote!

Carmen Bertelsen

RED WING AREA BRANCH AND
GIRL SCOUTS RECOGNIZE TITLE IX

To celebrate the 50th year of the
passage of Title IX, AAUW Red Wing
Area Branch sponsored a float for River
City Days on August 7. Prior to
the parade day, a group met at Laurie
Andrews’ house to decorate a trailer
which Warner, Laurie’s husband, had set
up in their yard in Wisconsin.

On August 7, Laurie’s brother-in-law
drove the decorated trailer behind his

pick-up from Laurie and Warner’s house to Red Wing. Meeting at the
designated spot in Red Wing were Carmen and husband Alan, Lois and
husband John, Dee, Cheri, Lena, and Janet to complete the final touches
to the float, adding props, balloons, a soccer net, other sporting
equipment, and a sign “50 Years, (Prohibits Gender Bias in any School)—
Title IX.” On board the float were an enthusiastic group of Girl Scouts with
“Coach” Cheri directing the girls’ play as they tossed a ball around and
shot baskets. The girls were members of Julie and Demi Brunkhorst’s
troops, and in their Girl Scouts uniforms, the girls attracted the attention of
the crowd. Some of the girls who participated in the parade were working
toward a Sisterhood badge or a Good Citizen badge.

A great thank-you goes out to Laurie and
her family: handy husband
Warner, sister Julie, brother-in-law Jim,
and niece Demi. Thank you also to
others who worked on the float and the
Girl Scouts, their leaders (who provided
the candy) and parents; and AAUW
members who applauded and cheered
the float on the parade route. A light mist
fell on the day of the parade, but that
didn’t diminish the excitement and
energy of the “floaters.”

Lena Kishaba

THE RED WING AREA BRANCH NEEDS YOU!!!
 



We are in dire straits and need YOU to help fill positions crucial to the running of
the Red Wing Area Branch.

Below is a list of officers we will need beginning in July 2023. All are for two-
year terms except for the Treasurer and Vice President of Membership
positions, which will be one-year terms. Also, you may share the position with
another Branch member.
 
Open positions:

President
Secretary
Treasurer (one year)
Vice President of Public Policy
Vice President of Membership (one year)
Vice President of Programming
Board Member At-Large
Nominating Committee- three vacancies

 
Contact either Lena (lkishaba@gmail.com) or Cheri (ccnnrv@gmail.com) if you
have questions or wish to submit your name.

Thank you,
Lena Kishaba and Cheri Roberts

Philanthropy Corner
This has been a busy year again. I
will be saying ‘Good Bye’ to this
position on the board after 4+
years. It has been fun. Thanks to all
for your help, Jan

You have a great new person to
take over. Lois Hesford will be
doing this work. Please use her
email: lhesford613@gmail.com or
send application forms to:
             523 East Ave Suite 101
              Red Wing, MN 55066
If you have any ideas on projects
that need funding. Please let her
know

Public Policy Fall 2022Public Policy Fall 2022
Last spring at the AAUW Minnesota state convention in St. Cloud,
two resolutions were presented and passed. One urged support of
ERA (Equal Rights Amendment) and the other was directed
towards branches working towards becoming more inclusive in their
membership, education, branch activities and advocacy. I am
hoping we can start discussing some of these suggestions this
year. For the full texts see https://sites.google.com/view/aauw-mn-

mailto:lkishaba@gmail.com
mailto:ccnnrv@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/view/aauw-mn-thepine/home


thepine/home under Public Policy.

As usual there are no quiet times for public policy issues; they just
seem to be constantly multiplying and expanding. I would guess
that many of you have been reading about the changes resulting
from the Supreme Court’s recent decision in Dobb’s v. Jackson
Women’s Health Organization. An article by Jia Tolentino in the
July 4, 2022 ‘New Yorker’ (The Post-Roe era) highlights the real
dangers for people who get pregnant. She asserts we are now in an
era of ‘widespread state surveillance and criminalization – of
pregnant women certainly, but also of doctors and pharmacists and
clinic staff and friends and family members, of anyone who comes
into contact with a pregnancy that does not result in a healthy birth.”
Health care connected to miscarriages is under scrutiny, even
though most of them are beyond a person’s control. Tolentino also
points out: “During the past four years, eleven states have passed
abortion bans that contain no exceptions for rape or incest, a
previously unthinkable extreme.”

There are a lot of complicated issues involved here including drugs,
economic status, legal, moral, religious views, and health policies
and practices.

Many of you are aware of the grant project we accomplished last
year involving reading/literacy abilities of 3rd graders in the Red
Wing School Public District. Because of COVID restrictions, we
could not do anything in person so we came up with the idea of
giving each child a bag with reading material, a coloring sheet, a
pencil, etc. The goal was to highlight the importance of doing their
best on the MCA (Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment) reading
test and to share community involvement and interest. United Way
and the Red Wing Public Library were our partners in this effort. By
the responses of the 3rd grade students and the school staff, I
would say this was a very successful project and we plan to do it
again this year. Our members really stepped up with ideas and
donations, not to mention sewing! If you are interested in helping
this year, please let me know. We are just in the preliminary
planning stages and bags won’t be distributed until early April. The
school reported 38% of students met or exceeded standards in
2022. In 2021 the result was 40%. You can also see some test
results on the Minnesota Department of Education website but I
couldn't discern results that were just our 3rd graders.

Our River City Days parade float in support of Title IX made visible
to the community the importance of this 50-year-old provision for
equality for women and girls in sports and academics in public
schools. Well done! I have received several comments from friends



who thought it was really great.

Looking forward to a good year of discussion and activities with all
our branch members.
 
Janet Brandt – VP Public Policy



Membership - Laurie AndrewsMembership - Laurie Andrews
Although my name is listed next to membership, we do not technically
have a Membership VP. This is a bit odd, however it allows us to remind
all members that each one of us is a Membership VP. We are each
responsible for recruiting new members to the branch and also assisting
in their retention. 

I have found that when I am in conversation and want to know if I
should tell them more about AAUW, I ask “And where did you go to
school after high school?”. That may not be appropriate every time but I
have found it a safe way to ask. 

So, ask people you know to come to our events and introduce them to
current members whenever possible. We are a fun group of women who
believe in the power of women. Let’s spread that around!

We want to introduce our newest members by name and we will have
them tell us a bit about themselves during their next meeting
attendance:
         Alainn Hanson - student member



         Cynthia Traun
         Debora Gilson
         Jane Lynnette (McKeown) Kono
         Lois Hesford
         Melanie Phillips
         Rachel Borgen - Student Member
Please welcome all new faces at our next meeting and let them know
they are welcome and encouraged to participate. 

To all members who have renewed for 2022-23; THANK YOU, THANK
YOU! Sharing the mission of AAUW with such a great group of women
is an honor and a privilege. 

         Together, we CAN make a difference.

Book Club
Sept. 8,2022     Henry Hastings Sibley: Divided Heart

                              by Rhonda R Gilman.

Nov. 9, 2022,    Daring Greatly by Brine Brown  

Jan. 12, 2023,   Born a Crime by Trevor Noah

Mar. 9, 2023,    The Arbornaut by Meg Lowman

May 11, 2023,   The Gift of Years by Joan Chittister

Sept.14, 2023   ,Radiant  by Liz Heinecke

Candidate Forums
Get to know your candidates!

All events held at Central Park in Red Wing
Tuesday, September 13th

5-7pm
Goodhue County Sheriff and Goodhue County Attorney

candidates
6pm:

Minnesota Senate 20 and Minnesota house 20A
Candidates

 
Thursday, September 15th



5pm
Red Wing School Board Candidates

 
Thursday, September 22nd

5:30pm
Red Wing City Council Candidates

All forums are hosted by the Local League of Women Voters. Questions? 
Email: lwvredwing@lwvmn.org

To learn what ward you live in and where you vote, visit
www.red-wing.org And type “2022 City Elections” in the search bar.

AAUW Red Wing Area Branch | N/A, Red Wing, MN 55066
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